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national geographic kids ponies and horses sticke is a captivating topic that combines the
wonder of wildlife with educational content tailored for young explorers. Whether you're a parent
seeking to introduce your children to the fascinating world of ponies and horses or a young animal
enthusiast eager to learn more about these majestic creatures, this article offers a comprehensive
overview. From the basics of what ponies and horses are to their habitats, breeds, and care, we will
explore everything you need to know about these incredible animals through the engaging lens of
National Geographic Kids' resources.

Understanding Ponies and Horses: The Basics

What Are Ponies?

Ponies are small equines, generally measuring less than 14.2 hands (58 inches) at the shoulder.
Despite their size, ponies are strong, intelligent, and often possess a spirited personality. They have
distinct physical features such as thick manes, tails, and sturdy legs, which make them well-suited
for various activities.

What Are Horses?

Horses are larger than ponies, typically standing over 14.2 hands. Known for their grace, speed, and
endurance, horses have been companions to humans for thousands of years. They come in many
breeds, each with unique traits suited for different purposes?from racing and jumping to dressage
and farm work.

Similarities and Differences

While ponies and horses share many similarities?such as belonging to the equine family?they differ
mainly in size, temperament, and physical features. Understanding these differences helps in
choosing the right animal for specific activities or companionship.

Habitats and Distribution of Ponies and Horses

Where Do They Live?

Ponies and horses inhabit diverse environments around the world. Their habitats include:
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- Grasslands and plains
- Mountains and hills
- Farmlands and ranches
- Desert regions

Wild vs. Domestic

Many horses and ponies are domesticated, living with humans on farms, ranches, and stables.
However, some species still roam free in the wild, such as the Przewalski's horse in Central Asia or
the Shetland pony in the UK.

Wild Horse Populations

Wild horse populations are a symbol of freedom and resilience. They often live in herds, which helps
protect them from predators and aids in social bonding.

Popular Breeds of Ponies and Horses

Notable Pony Breeds

Pony breeds are diverse, each with unique characteristics:

- Shetland Pony: Known for its small size, strength, and friendly nature.
- Welsh Pony: Appreciated for its agility and versatility.
- Connemara Pony: From Ireland, valued for its endurance and calm temperament.
- Pony of the Americas: A friendly breed with a distinctive coat pattern.

Popular Horse Breeds

Horses come in numerous breeds, including:

- Arabian Horse: Known for elegance and endurance.
- Thoroughbred: Famous for racing and speed.
- Quarter Horse: Versatile, used in rodeo, ranch work, and riding.
- Clydesdale: A large draft horse, known for strength and gentle nature.

Breed Characteristics

Each breed has specific traits suited for different activities, climates, and temperaments, making
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them fascinating to study and appreciate.

Lifecycle and Behavior of Ponies and Horses

The Life Stages

Understanding the lifecycle helps appreciate these animals? needs:

- Foal: A baby horse from birth to one year old.
- Yearling: A young horse aged 1-2 years.
- Adult: Usually from 3 years onward, ready for work or riding.
- Senior: Older horses, requiring special care.

Behavior and Social Structure

Ponies and horses are social animals, living in herds with a clear hierarchy. They communicate
through body language, sounds, and grooming. Recognizing their behaviors helps in understanding
their needs and ensuring their well-being.

Intelligence and Training

Horses and ponies are highly intelligent and capable of learning commands, tricks, and complex
tasks. Proper training with patience and kindness is essential for a good relationship.

Care and Maintenance of Ponies and Horses

Feeding and Nutrition

Proper diet is vital:

- Grass and hay form the main diet.
- Grains and concentrates can supplement nutrition.
- Fresh water should always be available.

Housing and Shelter

They need a clean, safe place:
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- Stables or barns provide shelter from weather.
- Pastures allow grazing and exercise.

Health and Veterinary Care

Regular check-ups, vaccinations, and dental care are necessary. Watching for signs of illness or
injury ensures quick treatment.

Grooming and Exercise

Daily grooming keeps their coat healthy and allows inspection for injuries. Exercise keeps them fit
and happy.

Fun Facts and Educational Resources from National Geographic Kids

Fun Facts About Ponies and Horses

- Horses can sleep both lying down and standing up.
- The fastest horse breed is the Thoroughbred, capable of reaching speeds up to 40 mph.
- Ponies are often used in therapy programs because of their gentle nature.
- Horses have excellent memories and can remember people and other animals for years.

Educational Activities and Resources

National Geographic Kids offers various interactive resources:

- Animal fact sheets and videos about ponies and horses.
- Printable coloring pages featuring different breeds.
- Quizzes to test your knowledge about equines.
- Educational games focusing on animal habitats and care.

Why Learn About Ponies and Horses?

Learning about these animals helps children develop empathy, responsibility, and an understanding
of nature. It also encourages outdoor activity and curiosity about wildlife.

Conclusion

Exploring the world of ponies and horses through the lens of National Geographic Kids provides a
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fun and educational experience for children and adults alike. From understanding the differences
between ponies and horses to discovering their habitats, breeds, and care needs, there's a wealth of
knowledge to uncover. These majestic animals continue to inspire awe and admiration, reminding us
of the beauty and diversity of life on Earth. Whether you're reading about them, watching videos, or
visiting a local farm, learning about ponies and horses can ignite a lifelong passion for animals and
the natural world.
 
National Geographic Kids Ponies and Horses Sticker: Exploring the World of Equines Through Fun
and Education

National Geographic Kids Ponies and Horses Sticker is more than just a colorful sticker?it's a
gateway for young learners to explore the fascinating world of ponies, horses, and the incredible
creatures that have captured human imagination for thousands of years. Designed to combine
education with entertainment, this sticker offers children an engaging way to learn about different
breeds, anatomy, habitats, and the roles horses play in cultures around the world. In this article,
we?ll delve into the significance of these stickers, their educational value, and how they can inspire
a lifelong appreciation for these majestic animals.

The Appeal of Ponies and Horses to Kids

Horses and ponies have long been symbols of strength, beauty, and freedom. For children, these
animals spark curiosity and admiration. Many young enthusiasts dream of riding horses, caring for
them, or simply marveling at their grace. The National Geographic Kids Ponies and Horses Sticker
taps into this fascination by providing a fun, visual representation of these animals.

Kids are naturally drawn to bright colors, interesting patterns, and interactive activities. Stickers like
these serve as excellent educational tools because they combine visual stimuli with informative
content. As children peel and place stickers, they also absorb facts about different breeds, habitats,
and behaviors, fostering a deeper understanding of equine life.

The Educational Value of the Ponies and Horses Sticker

Learning About Different Breeds

One of the central features of the sticker is showcasing various pony and horse breeds. Each breed
has unique characteristics, origins, and roles. For example:

- Arabian Horses: Known for their endurance and distinctive head shape, Arabian horses are
some of the oldest breeds, originating from the Arabian Peninsula.

- Clydesdales: Recognized for their size and strength, these draft horses have a long history of
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farm work and logging.
- Shetland Ponies: Small but hardy, Shetlands are perfect for children and are often used in riding

schools.
- Thoroughbreds: Famous for racing, these horses are known for speed and agility.

Through the sticker, children can compare and contrast these breeds, learning about their physical
features, temperaments, and historical uses.

Anatomy and Physiology

Understanding the anatomy of horses helps children appreciate their complexity and care needs.
The sticker set often includes diagrams or illustrations highlighting key parts such as:

- The head, with features like the ears, eyes, and nostrils
- The neck and mane
- The body, including the chest, back, and flanks
- The legs, hooves, and tail

By familiarizing themselves with these parts, children can better understand how horses move, how
to recognize signs of health or distress, and how to care for them properly.

Habitats and Ecosystems

The sticker set also educates kids about the natural environments where ponies and horses thrive.
Some species are adapted to specific climates and terrains:

- Wild Mustangs: Native to North America, they roam grassy plains and deserts.
- Camargue Horses: Found in wetlands of southern France, adapted to marshy environments.
- Exmoor Ponies: Indigenous to the moorlands of England, hardy and adapted to rugged terrain.

Learning about these habitats encourages children to think about ecosystems, conservation, and
the importance of protecting wild horse populations.

Cultural and Historical Significance

Horses have played vital roles in human history, from transportation and agriculture to warfare and
sport. The sticker set often presents historical facts and cultural stories, such as:
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- The role of horses in ancient civilizations like Egypt, Greece, and China
- Famous horses in mythology and literature, such as Pegasus or Black Beauty
- Traditional uses of ponies and horses in festivals, parades, and sporting events

By engaging with these stories, children develop an appreciation for how horses have influenced
human societies and continue to do so today.

Interactive Features and Activities

The National Geographic Kids Ponies and Horses Sticker is designed to be more than just a static
image. Many versions incorporate interactive elements like:

- Matching games: Match breeds with their habitats or traits
- Puzzle activities: Assemble parts of the horse or pony to learn about anatomy
- Coloring and customization: Personalize stickers to learn about coat colors and markings
- Quiz questions: Test knowledge about facts learned from the stickers

These activities make learning dynamic and memorable, encouraging active engagement rather
than passive reading.

How Parents and Educators Can Use the Sticker Set

The versatility of the sticker set makes it a valuable resource for parents and teachers alike. Here?s
how it can be integrated into educational activities:

- Classroom lessons: Use stickers to introduce lessons on animal biology, ecosystems, or cultural
history.

- Homework projects: Assign children to research a breed or habitat and present their findings
alongside the sticker activity.

- Storytelling: Encourage children to create stories involving the animals depicted on the stickers,
fostering creativity and language skills.

- Equine care education: Use stickers to teach proper horse care, grooming, and safety tips.

By combining visual aids with hands-on activities, educators can reinforce learning in a fun and
effective way.

Promoting Conservation and Ethical Awareness

While many stickers focus on domesticated and wild horses, they also serve as a platform to
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discuss conservation issues. For example, children can learn about:

- The threats faced by wild horse populations, such as habitat loss and overpopulation
- The importance of ethical treatment and humane care for domesticated ponies and horses
- Conservation programs and sanctuaries working to protect wild and endangered populations

Instilling awareness at a young age encourages responsible attitudes toward animals and the
environment.

The Impact of Visual Learning Tools in Childhood Education

Research indicates that visual learning aids like stickers significantly enhance memory retention and
engagement. For young children, learning through images is often more effective than text alone.
The vibrant illustrations and interactive features of the National Geographic Kids Ponies and Horses
Sticker help children:

- Develop observational skills
- Improve vocabulary related to animals and nature
- Foster curiosity and exploration
- Build confidence in their knowledge

These benefits demonstrate the value of combining education with play, making complex topics
accessible and enjoyable.

Conclusion: Inspiring a Future of Equine Enthusiasts

The National Geographic Kids Ponies and Horses Sticker is more than just a fun craft activity; it?s a
powerful educational tool that fosters curiosity, knowledge, and compassion toward these
magnificent animals. By engaging children through vivid imagery, interactive challenges, and
fascinating facts, it lays the groundwork for future interests in biology, conservation, and cultural
history.

Whether used in classrooms, at home, or as part of a hobby, these stickers serve as a bridge
connecting young minds to the natural world. As children peel, place, and learn, they not only
discover the diverse world of ponies and horses but also develop a deeper appreciation for the
creatures that have been companions and symbols of freedom throughout human history.

In summary, the National Geographic Kids Ponies and Horses Sticker is a multi-faceted educational
resource that combines visual appeal with factual richness. It encourages exploration, learning, and
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empathy?crucial qualities that can inspire the next generation of animal lovers, conservationists, and
storytellers.
 

 QuestionAnswer What are National Geographic Kids Pony and Horse Stickers? They are fun
and educational stickers featuring various pony and horse images designed for kids, often included
with National Geographic Kids magazines or as collectible items. Where can I find National
Geographic Kids Pony and Horse Stickers? You can find these stickers in select National
Geographic Kids magazines, online stores, or at special events and educational stores that carry
collectible stickers. Are the Pony and Horse Stickers suitable for all ages? Yes, these stickers are
designed for children and are safe for all ages, making them perfect for young horse and pony
enthusiasts. Do the stickers include educational facts about ponies and horses? Many National
Geographic Kids stickers feature interesting facts and information about ponies and horses to help
kids learn more about these animals while they collect or play. Can I use these stickers for crafts or
scrapbooking? Absolutely! These stickers are great for decorating notebooks, scrapbooks, craft
projects, or creating fun horse-themed artwork. Are there different designs or themes available in the
Pony and Horse Stickers? Yes, the stickers come in a variety of designs, including different breeds,
colors, and scenes involving ponies and horses, making them appealing to a wide range of young
animal lovers. 

 
Related keywords: national geographic kids, ponies, horses, stickers, horse stickers, pony stickers,
kids stickers, animal stickers, equine stickers, horse-themed stickers

great horse stories for girls inspiring tales of f

Great Horse Stories for Girls: Inspiring Tales of Friendship, Courage,
and Adventure

Great horse stories for girls inspiring tales of f encompass a rich tapestry of narratives that
celebrate the bond between girls and their equine companions. These stories not only entertain but
also instill values such as perseverance, compassion, and bravery. Whether set in historic times,
contemporary settings, or fantastical worlds, these tales inspire young readers to dream big, trust in
themselves, and understand the profound connection humans can share with horses. In this article,
we explore some of the most compelling and beloved horse stories for girls, highlighting their
themes, characters, and the lessons they impart.

Why Horse Stories Are Perfect for Girls

The Power of Friendship and Loyalty
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Many horse stories emphasize the deep bond between girls and their horses. These tales often
depict horses as loyal friends who stand by their owners through thick and thin, fostering themes of
trust and mutual respect.

Encouraging Courage and Perseverance

Facing challenges such as competitions, difficult terrains, or personal doubts, heroines in these
stories learn to persevere. The horses often symbolize strength and resilience, inspiring girls to face
their own fears.

Exploration of Identity and Independence

Riding and caring for horses often serve as metaphors for self-discovery. Girls in these stories
develop confidence and independence through their relationships with their equine friends.

Popular Classic Horse Stories for Girls

Black Beauty by Anna Sewell

A timeless classic, Black Beauty narrates from the horse?s perspective, illustrating the importance
of kindness and humane treatment. It teaches empathy and compassion, making it a foundational
story for young readers interested in horses.

The Black Stallion by Walter Farley

This series chronicles the adventures of Alec Ramsay and the wild stallion, The Black. It highlights
themes of trust, friendship, and the thrill of adventure, inspiring girls to embrace their passions and
resilience.

National Velvet by Enid Bagnold

The story of Velvet Brown and her dream of riding in the Grand National steeplechase captures the
spirit of determination and the pursuit of dreams, encouraging girls to believe in themselves.

Modern and Contemporary Horse Stories for Girls

Spirit Riding Free Series

Based on the popular DreamWorks series, these stories follow the adventures of a young girl named
Lucky and her wild horse Spirit. Themes include friendship, adventure, and embracing individuality.
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Joanna Campbell?s The Saddle Club Series

This series revolves around three friends?Carole, Lisa, and Stevie?and their shared love for horses.
The stories explore teamwork, responsibility, and the joys and challenges of horse ownership.

Horse Diaries Series

Written by various authors, this series features girls who form strong bonds with their horses, often
overcoming obstacles and discovering their inner strength.

Inspiring Tales of Courage and Perseverance

Stories of Overcoming Adversity

Many horse stories depict girls overcoming personal or external challenges with the help of their
equine friends. Examples include:

- Stormy, Misty?s Foal: A story about resilience and recovery after a horse injury.
- Flicka, My Dream Horse: A girl?s journey to prove her ability to care for her horse and pursue

her racing dreams.

Adventures in Unfamiliar Terrains

Tales where girls and their horses explore new environments teach bravery and adaptability.

- Wildfire Series: Features girls navigating the wild landscapes and learning survival skills
alongside their horses.

- Mustang Mountain: A story about discovering a hidden herd of mustangs and earning their
trust.

Themes and Lessons in Horse Stories for Girls

Trust and Loyalty

At the heart of most stories is the unbreakable bond of trust between girl and horse. These
relationships teach the importance of loyalty and mutual respect.

Perseverance and Hard Work
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Achieving goals such as winning competitions or caring for a sick horse requires dedication,
patience, and perseverance?lessons often conveyed through the protagonists? journeys.

Empathy and Compassion

Stories often highlight the importance of understanding animals? feelings and needs, fostering
empathy in young readers.

Self-Discovery and Confidence

Through riding and caring for horses, girls learn about their own strengths and develop confidence
in their abilities.

Recommendations for Young Readers

Choosing Age-Appropriate Stories

Select stories that match the girl?s reading level and interests, whether they prefer realistic tales or
fantasy adventures.

Encouraging Active Engagement

Beyond reading, encourage girls to learn about horse care, riding, and equestrian sports through
local clubs or riding lessons.

Supporting Creativity and Imagination

Invite girls to write their own horse stories, draw scenes from their favorite tales, or imagine new
adventures, nurturing their creativity.

Conclusion: Inspiring a Love for Horses and Stories

Great horse stories for girls serve as wonderful tools to inspire, educate, and entertain. They open a
window to worlds filled with adventure, friendship, and personal growth. Whether through classics
like Black Beauty or contemporary series like Spirit Riding Free, these tales foster values that
resonate across ages. They encourage young girls to embrace their independence, nurture
empathy, and pursue their dreams with courage and perseverance. As they immerse themselves in
these inspiring stories, girls not only develop a love for horses but also learn vital life lessons that
shape their character and confidence.
 
Great horse stories for girls inspiring tales of f: An Inspiring Collection of Equine Adventures for
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Young Readers

Horses have long captured the imagination of children and young adults alike, representing
freedom, adventure, and the timeless bond between humans and animals. For young girls who
dream of riding across open fields, forming unbreakable friendships with steeds, or overcoming
challenges through perseverance and courage, the world of horse stories offers a treasure trove of
inspiring tales. In this comprehensive review, we explore some of the most captivating and
meaningful horse stories for girls, highlighting their themes, characters, and what makes them stand
out as sources of inspiration and entertainment.

Why Horse Stories Resonate with Girls

Before diving into specific titles, it?s important to understand why horse stories hold such a special
place in the hearts of young girls. These stories often blend adventure, emotional growth, and
lessons about responsibility, kindness, and resilience. Young readers see themselves in characters
who face struggles, learn from failures, and celebrate successes?all set against the backdrop of
majestic horses.

Key reasons why horse stories are inspiring for girls:

- They promote empathy and understanding through animal-human relationships.
- They encourage perseverance and courage in overcoming obstacles.
- They foster a love for nature and animals.
- They often feature young protagonists discovering their identity and strength.
- They inspire dreams of adventure and exploration.

Classic and Modern Horse Stories for Girls

Below, we explore some of the most beloved and inspiring horse stories, spanning classic tales that
have stood the test of time to contemporary works that reflect modern themes.

1. Black Beauty by Anna Sewell

Overview:

Published in 1877, Black Beauty is a timeless classic narrated by the horse himself, recounting his
life experiences from a spirited foal to a mature horse. While it primarily addresses themes of
kindness, cruelty, and compassion, it also emphasizes the importance of understanding and caring
for animals.
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Why it?s inspiring for girls:

- Teaches empathy and respect for animals.
- Highlights the importance of kindness and ethical treatment.
- Features a noble horse who endures hardships but remains gentle and hopeful.

Features and Pros/Cons:

- Features: First-person narrative from the horse?s perspective; timeless moral lessons.
- Pros: Promotes empathy; suitable for young readers; beautifully written.
- Cons: Some scenes of animal cruelty may require guidance for sensitive readers.

2. Misty of Chincoteague by Marguerite Henry

Overview:

This beloved novel narrates the story of Misty, a wild pony on Assateague Island, and the
adventures of two children, Paul and Maureen, who dream of owning her. The story combines
themes of friendship, responsibility, and community.

Why it?s inspiring for girls:

- Celebrates the bond between children and horses.
- Encourages perseverance in achieving dreams.
- Showcases themes of teamwork and caring for animals.

Features and Pros/Cons:

- Features: Vivid descriptions of ponies and island life; engaging characters.
- Pros: Inspires dreams of equestrian adventure; great for horse lovers.
- Cons: Some may find the depiction of wild horse management outdated; historical context may

differ from modern practices.

3. The Saddle Club Series by Bonnie Bryant

Overview:
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This series follows three girls?Carole, Lisa, and Stevie?who share a passion for horses and riding at
Pine Hollow Stables. The stories cover riding competitions, friendships, and personal growth.

Why it?s inspiring for girls:

- Focuses on friendship and teamwork.
- Encourages passion for riding and animals.
- Deals with real-life issues like self-confidence, responsibility, and problem-solving.

Features and Pros/Cons:

- Features: Multiple books with recurring characters; realistic portrayal of riding school life.
- Pros: Relatable characters; promotes values of loyalty and perseverance.
- Cons: Some stories may focus heavily on riding competitions, which might not appeal to all

readers.

4. Spirit Riding Free Series

Overview:

Inspired by the DreamWorks animated series, this franchise features a young girl named Lucky and
her wild horse, Spirit. Together, they embark on adventures that test their courage and friendship.

Why it?s inspiring for girls:

- Emphasizes bravery and independence.
- Celebrates the bond with wild horses and nature.
- Portrays strong female characters taking initiative.

Features and Pros/Cons:

- Features: Adventure-filled stories with a focus on freedom and self-discovery.
- Pros: Modern, action-oriented tales; promotes confidence.
- Cons: As a franchise, some stories may be simplified for younger audiences.

Themes of Inspiration in Horse Stories for Girls
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Many of the best horse stories share common themes that serve as sources of inspiration and life
lessons. Here are some recurring themes and what they teach young readers:

Perseverance and Overcoming Challenges

Stories often depict protagonists facing fears, injuries, or social hurdles, emphasizing that resilience
and determination can lead to victory.

Empathy and Compassion

Through their relationships with horses and other characters, girls learn the importance of kindness,
patience, and understanding.

Self-Discovery and Confidence

Many stories follow young girls discovering their strengths, passions, and identities through their
interactions with horses.

Responsibility and Caretaking

Taking care of a horse teaches responsibility, dedication, and the importance of nurturing.

Adventure and Freedom

Horses symbolize independence and adventure, inspiring girls to explore the world beyond their
comfort zones.

Features to Look for in a Great Horse Story for Girls

When selecting a horse story for a young girl, consider the following features:

- Relatable Characters: Protagonists who face challenges similar to those of the reader.
- Positive Messages: Themes of kindness, perseverance, and self-confidence.
- Engaging Plot: Exciting adventures, emotional depth, and satisfying resolutions.
- Age-Appropriate Content: Language and themes suitable for the intended age group.
- Educational Aspects: Insights into horse care, riding, and equestrian culture.

Conclusion: The Power of Great Horse Stories

Great horse stories for girls are more than just tales of adventure; they are inspiring narratives that
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teach valuable life lessons while igniting the imagination. Whether it's the classic moral integrity of
Black Beauty, the heartfelt friendship in Misty of Chincoteague, or the empowering adventures of
Spirit Riding Free, these stories serve as a gateway to values like kindness, resilience, and
independence. They encourage girls to dream big, face challenges courageously, and cherish the
bonds they form with animals and friends alike.

For parents, teachers, and young readers, exploring these stories offers an enriching experience
that combines entertainment with moral education. As girls immerse themselves in these tales, they
not only develop a love for horses and adventure but also internalize lessons that can shape their
character and confidence for years to come. Whether reading alone or sharing stories with friends,
these inspiring horse tales are sure to leave a lasting impression, fueling dreams of equine
adventures and the pursuit of one?s passions.
 

 QuestionAnswer What are some inspiring horse stories for girls that focus on friendship and
perseverance? Stories like 'Fiona and the Brave Horse' showcase young girls overcoming
challenges through their bond with horses, emphasizing perseverance and friendship. Can you
recommend a novel about a girl and her magical horse adventure? Yes, 'The Enchanted Stallion'
features a girl who discovers a magical horse, leading her on a journey of self-discovery and
courage. What are some real-life inspiring tales of girls and their horses? Stories such as that of
Emily and her rescue horse, Spirit, highlight resilience, compassion, and the transformative power of
the human-animal bond. Are there any famous horse stories for girls that teach important life
lessons? Absolutely, books like 'Black Beauty' and 'Misty of Chincoteague' teach kindness,
empathy, and the importance of caring for animals. What are some age-appropriate horse stories for
young girls interested in riding? Series like 'Pony Club Secrets' and 'My Little Pony' books are
perfect for young girls to explore themes of adventure and riding skills in an inspiring way. How do
inspiring horse stories encourage girls to pursue their dreams? They showcase characters
overcoming obstacles, building confidence, and demonstrating that determination and compassion
can lead to success. Are there any historical horse stories for girls that inspire bravery? Yes, stories
such as 'Joan of Arc and Her Horse' highlight bravery and leadership, inspiring girls to stand strong
in the face of adversity. What themes are commonly explored in inspiring horse stories for girls?
Themes like friendship, perseverance, courage, compassion, and self-discovery are central to these
stories, motivating girls to believe in themselves. Can inspiring horse stories help girls develop
empathy and responsibility? Definitely, these stories often focus on caring for horses and
understanding their needs, fostering empathy and a sense of responsibility in young readers. 

 
Related keywords: horse stories, girls' horse books, inspiring horse tales, equestrian fiction, girl
rider stories, animal adventure books, young horse enthusiasts, inspiring animal stories, girls'
adventure novels, equine friendship stories

Read the full article online: great horse stories for girls inspiring tales of f
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100 facts horses ponies 100 facts on

100 facts horses ponies 100 facts on the majestic world of equines! Horses and ponies have been
companions to humans for thousands of years, serving as transportation, work animals, and beloved
companions. Their rich history, diverse breeds, unique behaviors, and fascinating biology make
them a captivating subject for enthusiasts and casual observers alike. In this comprehensive article,
we will explore 100 intriguing facts about horses and ponies, shedding light on their origins,
characteristics, and roles in human culture.

Origins and Evolution of Horses and Ponies

1. Horses evolved from small, multi-toed ancestors called Eohippus about 55
million years ago.

2. The modern horse, Equus ferus caballus, is believed to have been
domesticated around 3500 BCE in the Eurasian Steppe.

3. Ponies are generally smaller breeds of horses, often with a different genetic
makeup, and have been selectively bred for their size and temperament.

4. The distinction between a horse and a pony is primarily based on height, with
ponies standing less than 14.2 hands (58 inches).

5. The wild ancestors of the domestic horse, such as the Przewalski's horse,
are still living in parts of Mongolia and China.

Breed Diversity and Characteristics

6. There are over 300 horse breeds worldwide, each adapted for specific
purposes like racing, draft work, or companionship.

7. The Arabian horse is known for its distinctive head shape and high tail
carriage, and is one of the oldest breeds.

8. The Shetland Pony is one of the smallest pony breeds, often standing under
11 hands tall.

9. The Clydesdale is a famous draft breed known for its large size and
distinctive feathered legs.
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10. The Andalusian is a breed from Spain renowned for its agility and elegance,
often used in classical dressage.

Physical Features and Anatomy

11. Horses have a single toe on each foot, protected by a hoof, which is made
of keratin.

12. An average horse weighs between 900 and 1,200 pounds, but draft breeds
can weigh over 2,000 pounds.

13. The average lifespan of a horse is around 25 to 30 years, although some can
live into their 40s.

14. Horses have a strong, muscular neck and a flexible spine that allows for
swift movement.

15. Their eyes are large and set on the sides of their head, providing a wide field
of vision?up to 350 degrees.

Behavior and Temperament

16. Horses are prey animals and have highly developed senses to detect threats
in their environment.

17. They communicate through vocalizations, body language, and facial
expressions.

18. Horses are herd animals and thrive on social bonds with other horses or
humans.

19. They have excellent memories and can remember people, places, and other
horses for years.

20. Horses can sleep both standing up and lying down, with short naps
throughout the day and longer rest periods at night.

Diet and Nutrition

21. Horses are herbivores with a diet mainly consisting of grasses, hay, and
grains.
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22. Their digestive system is designed for continuous grazing, and they should
eat small amounts regularly.

23. A horse's teeth continuously grow and need regular dental care to prevent
overgrowth and discomfort.

24. Water intake is critical; an average horse drinks 5 to 10 gallons of water
daily.

25. Proper nutrition is essential for health, performance, and longevity,
especially for working or competitive horses.

Training and Riding

26. Horses are intelligent animals capable of learning complex tasks and
commands.

27. Positive reinforcement techniques are most effective in training horses.

28. Different riding disciplines include dressage, jumping, racing, and Western
riding.

29. Properly fitting tack and equipment are vital for the horse's comfort and
performance.

30. Consistent, gentle handling helps build trust and a strong bond between
horse and rider.

Health and Care

31. Regular veterinary check-ups are necessary to prevent and treat illnesses.

32. Routine hoof care, including trimming and shoeing, is crucial for mobility
and comfort.

33. Vaccinations protect horses from diseases such as tetanus, rabies, and
influenza.

34. Parasite control involves regular deworming and pasture management.

35. Keeping a clean, dry environment reduces the risk of infections and injuries.
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Famous Horse and Pony Breeds

36. The Mustang, a wild horse of North America, symbolizes freedom and
resilience.

37. The Friesian is a striking black breed from the Netherlands, known for its
flowing mane and tail.

38. The Morgan is an American breed valued for its versatility and gentle
nature.

39. The Appaloosa is famous for its distinctive spotted coat pattern.

40. The Tolt is a traditional Icelandic horse known for its unique gait called the
tölt.

Unique and Fascinating Facts

41. Horses can sleep both standing up and lying down, but they need about 2-3
hours of deep sleep lying down each day.

42. The fastest recorded horse can reach speeds of up to 55 mph in short
bursts.

43. The phrase "horse sense" refers to practical wisdom and good judgment.

44. Horses have a third eyelid called the nictitating membrane, which protects
their eyes.

45. Equine teeth can be used to estimate age; they typically wear down in
predictable patterns over time.

Horses and Ponies in Culture and History

46. Horses played a vital role in warfare, transportation, and agriculture
throughout history.

47. The Trojan Horse is one of the most famous stories from Greek mythology.

48. Horses are featured prominently in art, literature, and folklore worldwide.
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49. The Kentucky Derby is one of the most prestigious horse races in the
United States.

50. Pony rides are a popular attraction for children at fairs and zoos.

Fun and Surprising Facts

51. A group of horses is called a herd or a band.

52. Horses can see nearly 360 degrees around them, with only a small blind
spot directly in front of their nose and directly behind their tail.

53. The phrase "hold your horses" means to wait patiently or slow down.

54. The world's tallest horse on record was Big Jake, standing at 20 hands 2.75
inches (about 6 feet 10 inches tall).

55. Horses can mimic human facial expressions, and some can even recognize
themselves in mirrors.

Interesting Facts About Ponies

56. Ponies are often more hardy and adaptable to harsh environments than
larger horses.

57. Many pony breeds are used in therapy programs due to their gentle nature.

58. The Exmoor Pony is a native British breed that has existed for over a
thousand years.

59. Ponies are often used in children's riding programs because of their
manageable size.

60. Some ponies, like the Fjord, have a distinctive dorsal stripe along their back
and mane.

Notable Horses in History and Media

61. Alexander the Great's horse, Bucephalus, was renowned for its loyalty and
bravery.
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62. Black Beauty, a fictional horse, has been the subject of many books and
movies emphasizing horse welfare.

63. The horse Secretariat holds the record for the fastest Kentucky Derby finish.

64. Trigger was the famous horse of singer Roy Rogers, featured in many
Western films.

65. The horse Shadowfax in Tolkien's Middle-earth is known for its incredible
speed and intelligence.

Horses and Ponies in Modern Society

66 

100 Facts Horses Ponies 100 Facts On ? Unlocking the Mysteries of Equine Life

Horses and ponies have captivated human imagination for centuries, serving as companions, work
animals, and symbols of freedom and grace. Their diverse breeds, behaviors, and histories offer a
vast landscape of fascinating facts that deepen our appreciation and understanding of these
extraordinary creatures. In this comprehensive guide, we explore 100 facts horses ponies 100 facts
on, providing insights into their biology, history, care, and cultural significance. Whether you're a
seasoned equestrian, a curious enthusiast, or simply love horses and ponies, this detailed overview
will enrich your knowledge and appreciation of these majestic animals.

The Basics of Horses and Ponies

What Defines a Horse or a Pony?

Horses and ponies are both members of the Equidae family, but they differ primarily in size and
sometimes in temperament and usage:

- Horses are generally over 14.2 hands (58 inches) tall at the withers.
- Ponies are 14.2 hands or shorter.

Fact 1: The term "pony" is not solely based on size; some breeds are classified as ponies despite
their height, due to their build and temperament.

Fact 2: Ponies often have thicker coats, manes, and tails to adapt to colder climates.
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The Evolutionary History

Fact 3: Horses evolved around 55 million years ago from small, forest-dwelling ancestors called
Eohippus.

Fact 4: The modern horse (Equus ferus caballus) was domesticated around 4000 BCE in the
Eurasian steppes.

Fact 5: The domestication of horses revolutionized transportation, agriculture, and warfare across
civilizations.

Popular Breeds and Their Unique Traits

Some notable horse and pony breeds include:

- Arabian: Known for endurance and beauty.
- Thoroughbred: Famous for racing.
- Clydesdale: Recognizable for their size and draft capabilities.
- Shetland Pony: Small but hardy, often used in children's riding programs.
- Welsh Pony: Known for intelligence and versatility.

Fascinating Facts About Horse and Pony Biology

Anatomy and Physical Traits

Fact 6: Horses have a nearly 360-degree field of vision due to their placement of eyes on the sides
of their heads.

Fact 7: Horses have a single "knee" joint in their front legs and a "hock" in their back legs, similar to
a human ankle.

Fact 8: The average horse has about 205 bones in its skeleton.

Fact 9: Horses have a specialized digestive system with a large cecum, allowing fermentation of
fibrous plant material.

Fact 10: The average lifespan of a horse is between 25 and 30 years, but some can live into their
40s or 50s.

Sensory Abilities

Published by: desidineout.com Page 24 of 50



Katy's wild foal: book 1 (katy's exmoor ponies) Printable PDF Vol. 2023, Issue 12

Fact 11: Horses have excellent night vision, allowing them to see well in low light.

Fact 12: Their sense of hearing is highly acute, able to rotate their ears nearly 180 degrees.

Fact 13: Horses have a strong sense of smell, useful for detecting predators or food.

Fact 14: Horses communicate through body language, vocalizations, and subtle cues.

Unique Features

Fact 15: The "markings" on horses, such as stars or blazes, are unique to each individual, much like
fingerprints.

Fact 16: Horses have a "floating" or flexible lower jaw that helps them graze efficiently.

Fact 17: Their hooves grow approximately 1/4 to 3/8 inches per month and require regular trimming.

Behavior and Social Structure

Herd Dynamics

Fact 18: Horses are highly social animals that naturally live in herds with a dominant stallion and a
matriarchal hierarchy.

Fact 19: Horses communicate through a variety of vocalizations, including neighs, whinnies, and
nickers.

Fact 20: They use body language, such as ear position and tail flicks, to express mood and
intentions.

Fact 21: Grooming is an essential social activity that reinforces bonds within the herd.

Temperament and Intelligence

Fact 22: Horses are intelligent animals capable of learning complex tasks and commands.

Fact 23: They are sensitive to human emotions and can pick up on subtle cues.

Fact 24: Horses can recognize themselves in mirrors, indicating a level of self-awareness.

Fact 25: They are prey animals, which makes them highly alert and responsive to potential threats.
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Communication Signals

Fact 26: Ears pinned back can signal anger or discomfort.

Fact 27: A horse's tail flicking can indicate irritation or agitation.

Fact 28: Nostrils flare when a horse is alert or excited.

The Role of Horses and Ponies in Human History

Historical Significance

Fact 29: Horses played a pivotal role in warfare, transportation, and agriculture for thousands of
years.

Fact 30: The horse-drawn chariot was a symbol of power in ancient civilizations like Egypt and
Persia.

Fact 31: The domestication of horses enabled the expansion of trade routes and exploration.

Fact 32: The famous Pony Express relied on ponies to deliver mail across the United States in the
1860s.

Cultural Impact

Fact 33: Horses are featured prominently in mythology, such as Pegasus in Greek mythology.

Fact 34: The horse is a national symbol in countries like Mongolia, the United States, and
Kazakhstan.

Fact 35: Horses have inspired countless works of art, literature, and film.

Fact 36: The iconic "knight on horseback" symbolizes chivalry and heroism.

Care and Maintenance

Feeding and Nutrition

Fact 37: Horses are herbivores with a diet primarily composed of hay, grass, and grains.

Fact 38: A horse's stomach is small relative to its size, about 8% of its body weight.
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Fact 39: Overfeeding grains can lead to colic or laminitis.

Fact 40: Fresh water intake is crucial; an average horse drinks 5-10 gallons daily.

Housing and Environment

Fact 41: Proper shelter protects horses from extreme weather conditions.

Fact 42: Stalls should be clean, well-ventilated, and spacious enough for movement.

Fact 43: Pasture turnout allows for natural grazing behaviors and exercise.

Health and Veterinary Care

Fact 44: Regular hoof trimming is essential for preventing lameness.

Fact 45: Vaccinations protect against diseases like tetanus, influenza, and rabies.

Fact 46: Dental care is important; horses need their teeth floated annually.

Fact 47: Parasite control involves regular deworming and pasture management.

Exercise and Training

Fact 48: Consistent, gentle training fosters trust and cooperation.

Fact 49: Horses require approximately 2-3 hours of daily exercise.

Fact 50: Proper tack and equipment are vital to prevent injury and ensure comfort.

Unique Traits and Fun Facts

Distinctive Markings and Colors

Fact 51: Common horse coat colors include bay, chestnut, black, gray, and roan.

Fact 52: Some breeds have unique markings like socks, blazes, or star-shaped scars.

Fact 53: The rare "piebald" and "skewbald" patterns involve patches of color and white.

Fact 54: The "dapple" pattern appears as lighter spots on a horse's coat.
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Amazing Abilities

Fact 55: Horses can sleep both standing up and lying down.

Fact 56: They can run up to 55 mph in short bursts.

Fact 57: Horses have excellent memories and can remember routes or people for years.

Fact 58: Some horses have been trained for specialized tasks like therapy or search-and-rescue.

Fun and Quirky Facts

Fact 59: The Guinness World Record for the tallest horse is held by Big Jake, standing 20 hands
2.75 inches tall.

Fact 60: Ponies like the Shetland are known for their strength despite their small size.

Fact 61: The oldest known horse on record lived to 62 years.

Fact 62: Horses can sleep while standing but need to lie down for deep REM sleep.

The Relationship Between Humans and Horses

Bonding and Trust

Fact 63: Building trust with a horse involves patience, consistency, and gentle handling.

Fact 64: Many equestrians form lifelong bonds with their horses through shared experiences.

Fact 65: Horses can sense stress and respond to their handler's emotional state.

Uses of Horses Today

Fact 66: Horses are used in sports like dressage, show jumping, and rodeo.

Fact 67: They serve as therapy animals, helping individuals with disabilities.

Fact 68: Equine-assisted activities promote confidence and emotional well-being.

Fact 69: Working horses still play vital roles in agriculture and transportation in some regions.
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The Future of Equine Care

Fact 70: Advances in veterinary medicine improve longevity and health.

Fact 71: Sustainable practices aim to minimize environmental impact.

Fact 72: The popularity of natural horsemanship emphasizes gentle, communication-based training.

Fun
 

 QuestionAnswer What are some interesting facts about the history of horses and ponies? Horses
were domesticated around 3500 BC in Central Asia, and ponies have been used for thousands of
years for transportation, work, and sport across various cultures worldwide. How do horses and
ponies differ in terms of size and breed characteristics? Horses are generally taller than 14.2 hands
(58 inches) at the withers, while ponies are under 14.2 hands. Ponies also tend to have stockier
builds, thicker manes and tails, and are often more hardy and adaptable. What are some fascinating
facts about horse and pony behavior? Horses and ponies are highly social animals that form strong
bonds, communicate through body language, and have excellent memories. They can recognize
human faces and respond to their owner's emotions. Can you share some health and care facts
about horses and ponies? Horses and ponies require a balanced diet, regular exercise, and routine
veterinary care. They are prone to conditions like laminitis, colic, and dental issues, making proper
management essential for their health. What are some notable breeds of horses and ponies and
their unique facts? The Arabian horse is known for its endurance and distinctive head shape, while
the Shetland pony is among the smallest breeds, known for their strength and resilience despite
their size. How have horses and ponies impacted human culture and history? Horses and ponies
have played crucial roles in warfare, agriculture, transportation, and sports, shaping civilizations and
contributing to cultural traditions worldwide. What are some fun and surprising facts about horses
and ponies? Horses can sleep standing up thanks to a locking mechanism in their legs, and ponies
are often smarter and more stubborn than horses, which can make training both challenging and
rewarding. 

 
Related keywords: horses, ponies, equine facts, horse breeds, pony breeds, horse care, pony
care, horse behavior, pony behavior, equestrian facts

Read the full article online: 100 facts horses ponies 100 facts on

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC KIDS PONIES AND HORSES
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National Geographic Kids ponies and horses offer an exciting window into the fascinating world
of these majestic animals. From their origins and different breeds to their behavior and how to care
for them, this article provides a comprehensive overview suitable for young explorers and curious
minds alike. Whether you're a budding veterinarian, a future horse trainer, or simply an animal lover,
understanding ponies and horses can deepen your appreciation for these incredible creatures.

Introduction to Ponies and Horses

Ponies and horses are members of the Equidae family, known for their strength, speed, and gentle
nature. Despite their similarities, ponies and horses differ mainly in size, temperament, and
sometimes in their physical features. Recognizing these differences helps in understanding their
roles in history, culture, and modern-day activities.

What Are Ponies?

Definition and Characteristics

Ponies are smaller than horses, typically standing less than 14.2 hands (58 inches or 147
centimeters) at the shoulder. They are known for their hardy nature, thick manes, and sturdy build.
Ponies are often characterized by:

- A compact body with strong bones
- Thick, often bushy manes and tails
- A calm but sometimes stubborn temperament

Common Pony Breeds

Some popular pony breeds include:

- My Little Pony: Famous from toys and TV shows, these are more of a fictional breed but
inspired by real ponies.

- Welsh Pony: Known for their intelligence and versatility, they are popular in riding and show
jumping.

- Pony of the Americas: Recognized for their friendly nature and suitability for children.
- Shetland Pony: One of the smallest breeds, known for their strength and resilience.

What Are Horses?

Definition and Characteristics
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Horses are generally taller than ponies, standing over 14.2 hands at the shoulder. They are known
for their speed, endurance, and strong social bonds. Horses tend to have:

- Longer legs and larger bodies
- Sleek, flowing manes and tails
- More varied temperaments depending on breed and training

Popular Horse Breeds

Some well-known horse breeds include:

- Arabian: Known for their endurance and distinctive head shape.
- Thoroughbred: Famous for racing and speed.
- Mustang: Wild horses of North America, symbolizing freedom and resilience.
- Clydesdale: A draft horse breed known for strength and large size.

Historical Significance of Ponies and Horses

Horses in Ancient Cultures

Horses have played a vital role in human history for thousands of years. Ancient civilizations such as
the Greeks, Romans, Persians, and Mongols used horses for transportation, warfare, and
agriculture. The domestication of horses around 3500 B.C. transformed societies, enabling faster
travel and trade.

Modern Roles of Ponies and Horses

Today, horses and ponies are still essential in various activities:

- Riding and equestrian sports like dressage, show jumping, and eventing
- Therapeutic programs helping children and adults improve physical and emotional health
- Work in farming, herding, and police patrols in some regions
- Leisure activities such as trail riding and pony rides for children

Understanding Pony and Horse Behavior

Social Animals
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Ponies and horses are herd animals, meaning they thrive in groups. They form complex social
hierarchies and communicate through body language, sounds, and facial expressions.

Communication and Body Language

Learning to read a horse?s body language can prevent accidents and improve training. For
example:

- Relaxed ears and soft eyes indicate calmness
- Pinning ears back or kicking may signal discomfort or aggression
- Neck stretching or nuzzling shows friendliness

Intelligence and Learning

Horses are intelligent creatures capable of learning complex tasks. They respond well to positive
reinforcement and consistent training. Patience and gentle handling are key to building trust.

Caring for Ponies and Horses

Basic Needs

Proper care involves meeting their fundamental needs:

- Nutrition: A balanced diet of hay, grains, and fresh water.
- Shelter: Adequate stabling or shelter from harsh weather.
- Exercise: Regular movement to keep muscles and joints healthy.
- Health Care: Routine vaccinations, deworming, and dental check-ups.

Grooming and Maintenance

Daily grooming keeps their coat clean and healthy. It also helps owners check for cuts, swelling, or
signs of illness. Common grooming tools include:

- Currying brushes
- Comb and mane/tail brushes
- Hoof picks

Training and Handling
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Training should be gentle and consistent. Young horses and ponies often start their education with
basic commands like walking, halting, and turning. Patience is vital, as rushing can lead to fear or
resistance.

Fun Facts About Ponies and Horses

- Horses have nearly 360-degree vision thanks to their large eyes.
- The fastest horse breed is the Thoroughbred, capable of reaching speeds up to 40 miles per

hour.
- Horses communicate with subtle signals, like shifting their weight or flicking their tail.
- Some ponies, like the Shetland, can carry loads much heavier than their own weight.
- The Guinness World Record for the tallest horse is held by Big Jake, a Belgian draft horse

measuring over 20 hands (80 inches).

How to Get Involved with Ponies and Horses

Learning and Education

If you're interested in learning more about these animals:

- Join local riding schools or clubs
- Attend summer camps focused on horsemanship
- Read books and watch documentaries, like those from National Geographic Kids

Volunteer or Volunteer Programs

Many farms and stables welcome volunteers to help care for ponies and horses. This experience
teaches responsibility and builds a bond with these animals.

Safety Tips for Young Horse Enthusiasts

Always:

- Wear a helmet when riding or handling horses
- Follow instructions from experienced trainers
- Approach horses calmly and confidently
- Never stand directly behind or in front of a horse
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Conclusion

Ponies and horses are remarkable animals that have been companions to humans for thousands of
years. Their diversity in size, behavior, and purpose makes them fascinating creatures to study and
appreciate. Whether through riding, caring for them, or simply observing their graceful movements,
learning about ponies and horses enriches our understanding of nature and history. For young
explorers inspired by National Geographic Kids, discovering the world of ponies and horses can be
the start of a lifelong passion for animals and conservation.

Ready to explore more? Visit your local farm or stable, read books about horses, or watch
documentaries to see these incredible animals in action!
 
National Geographic Kids Ponies and Horses: A Complete Guide to These Majestic Creatures

When exploring the fascinating world of animals, few subjects capture the imagination quite like
ponies and horses. With their grace, strength, and rich history, these incredible creatures have
played vital roles in human civilization for thousands of years. For young explorers and animal
enthusiasts, understanding the differences, characteristics, and care of National Geographic Kids
ponies and horses provides an exciting window into the natural world. This guide aims to offer an
in-depth look at these remarkable animals, blending fun facts with educational insights designed for
curious minds.

Understanding Ponies and Horses: What's the Difference?

Many people often confuse ponies and horses, assuming they are just different sizes of the same
animal. However, there are notable distinctions that make each unique.

The Key Differences

- Size: The most obvious difference is size. Ponies are generally under 14.2 hands high (a hand
is 4 inches), while horses are taller than 14.2 hands.

- Build: Ponies tend to have stockier, more compact bodies with thicker necks and legs, whereas
horses usually have longer, more slender bodies suited for speed and endurance.

- Temperament: Ponies are often known for their intelligence and sometimes stubbornness, but
they are also very hardy. Horses tend to be more energetic and are often bred for specific tasks like
racing or dressage.

- Uses: Horses are commonly used for riding, racing, and agricultural work, while ponies are
popular in children?s riding schools, as pets, or for specific tasks like pulling carts.

Types and Breeds of Ponies and Horses
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Understanding the diversity among ponies and horses begins with exploring some of the most
well-known breeds and types.

Popular Horse Breeds

- Arabian Horse: Known for their stamina, elegance, and distinctive dished faces.
- Thoroughbred: Famous for racing, these horses are tall, fast, and energetic.
- Quarter Horse: Renowned for their versatility and quick acceleration, often used in rodeo

events.
- Clydesdale: A draft horse breed known for their size, strength, and feathered legs.

Common Pony Breeds

- Welsh Pony: Known for their friendly nature and agility, popular with children.
- Shetland Pony: Small but hardy, these ponies are great for young riders and are often used as

pets.
- Connemara Pony: Known for their good temperament and versatility.
- Exmoor Pony: An ancient breed from England, known for their resilience in the wild.

The Physical Anatomy of Ponies and Horses

Knowing the anatomy helps appreciate their capabilities and needs.

Key Body Parts

- Head: Houses the brain, eyes, ears, and mouth. Horses and ponies have excellent vision and
hearing.

- Neck: Supports the head and allows for movement.
- Body: Contains vital organs like the heart and lungs; the core of their strength.
- Legs: Built for movement, with tendons and bones adapted for speed or pulling.
- Hooves: Tough keratin coverings that protect their feet and help in walking and running.

Unique Features

- Ponies often have thicker manes and tails, and their hooves tend to be more resilient.
- Horses have longer legs proportionate to their bodies, aiding in speed and endurance.
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Life Cycle and Growth of Ponies and Horses

Understanding their development helps in proper care and management.

Stages of Life

- Foal: A baby horse or pony, born after about 11 months of pregnancy.
- Weaning: When the foal transitions from mother's milk to solid food, usually around 4-6 months.
- Yearling: One-year-old horse or pony, still growing but more independent.
- Adult: Typically by age 4-5, they reach full size and strength.
- Senior: Horses and ponies over 15 years are considered older and may require special care.

Growth Patterns

- Ponies tend to mature faster and reach their adult size earlier than larger horses.
- Proper nutrition and healthcare are vital throughout their growth stages to ensure healthy

development.

Behavior and Temperament

Horses and ponies are intelligent animals with distinct personalities.

Common Traits

- Social Animals: They thrive on companionship and often form strong bonds with humans and
other animals.

- Intelligent: Capable of learning commands and tricks, especially ponies known for their
cleverness.

- Sensitive: They can pick up on human emotions and respond accordingly.
- Protective: Especially mares and their foals, they can be wary of strangers.

Handling Tips

- Always approach calmly and confidently.
- Use gentle voice commands.
- Respect their space and signals.
- Consistent routines help build trust.
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Care and Maintenance

Proper care ensures ponies and horses stay healthy and happy.

Basic Needs

- Shelter: Adequate stabling or shelter from harsh weather.
- Nutrition: A balanced diet of hay, grains, and fresh water.
- Exercise: Regular movement to stay fit and mentally stimulated.
- Grooming: Daily brushing to keep their coat clean and check for injuries.
- Veterinary Care: Routine health checkups, vaccinations, and dental care.

Special Considerations for Ponies

- Due to their hardy nature, ponies can sometimes overeat if not monitored, leading to health
issues like laminitis.

- Regular hoof trimming is essential to prevent lameness.

Fun Facts About Ponies and Horses

- The world's tallest horse was a Belgian draft named Brooklyn Supreme, measuring 19.2 hands.
- The fastest horse race in the world is the Arabian race known as the Camel and Horse Race,

where speed can reach up to 55 miles per hour.
- Horses can sleep both standing up and lying down, but they need several hours of rest daily.
- Ponies have been used in movies and TV shows because of their manageable size and friendly

nature.

Conservation and Challenges

While many horse breeds thrive, some pony breeds face threats due to habitat loss and
overbreeding.

Conservation Efforts

- Breeders and organizations work to preserve rare breeds like the Exmoor Pony.
- Sanctuaries provide safe habitats for endangered breeds.
- Education programs raise awareness about responsible breeding and care.
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Challenges

- Overpopulation of certain breeds can lead to neglect.
- Improper handling can cause injuries or behavioral problems.
- Environmental changes impact grazing lands and habitat.

How Kids Can Get Involved

Learning about ponies and horses can be a gateway to caring and responsible animal stewardship.

Ways to Engage

- Visiting local stables or riding schools to observe and learn.
- Volunteering at animal shelters or sanctuaries.
- Reading books and watching documentaries like those from National Geographic Kids.
- Participating in pony rides or beginner riding lessons under supervision.

Final Thoughts

National Geographic Kids ponies and horses represent a captivating blend of history, biology, and
companionship. These animals have shaped human lives in countless ways, from transportation and
work to sport and leisure. Whether you're fascinated by their anatomy, intrigued by their behavior, or
eager to learn how to care for them, understanding these majestic creatures enriches our
appreciation for the natural world. Remember, respecting and protecting ponies and horses ensures
that future generations can enjoy their wonder and companionship for years to come.

Embark on your own adventure into the world of ponies and horses?discover, learn, and perhaps
even dream of someday riding these incredible animals!
 

 QuestionAnswer What are the main differences between ponies and horses? Ponies are
generally smaller than horses, usually standing under 14.2 hands tall, and have thicker manes, tails,
and coats. They also tend to have different body proportions and are often more hardy and strong
for their size compared to horses. How do ponies and horses communicate with each other? Both
ponies and horses communicate through body language, such as ear position, tail movement, and
facial expressions, as well as sounds like neighs, whinnies, and snorts. They use these signals to
express their feelings and intentions to other animals and humans. Why are horses and ponies
important in history and culture? Horses and ponies have played vital roles in transportation,
farming, sports, and warfare throughout history. They are also featured in many myths, stories, and
traditions around the world, symbolizing strength, freedom, and companionship. What do ponies eat
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and how are they cared for? Ponies primarily eat grasses, hay, and grains. They need regular
grooming, clean water, and a balanced diet. It's important to provide them with proper shelter and
regular veterinary care to keep them healthy and happy. Can children learn to ride ponies and
horses? Yes! Many riding schools and clubs offer lessons for children to learn how to ride ponies
and horses safely. It's a fun way to develop confidence, coordination, and an understanding of these
amazing animals. What are some fun facts about ponies and horses? Did you know that horses can
sleep both lying down and standing up? Also, some ponies, like the Shetland pony, are known for
being very strong despite their small size. Horses can also communicate with over 20 different body
signals! How do scientists learn about how horses and ponies think and feel? Scientists observe
their behavior and conduct experiments to understand their intelligence and emotions. Horses and
ponies are very social animals that can form strong bonds with humans and other animals, showing
they are quite intelligent and empathetic. 

 
Related keywords: pony, horse, kids, animals, wildlife, nature, equestrian, adventure, learning,
exploration

Read the full article online: national geographic kids ponies and horses

Devon in photographs

Devon in photographs

Devon, a stunning county nestled in the southwest of England, is renowned for its dramatic
coastlines, rolling countryside, historic towns, and unique cultural heritage. When captured through
the lens of a camera, Devon reveals a spectrum of visual stories?from rugged cliffs and tranquil
beaches to bustling market towns and serene rural landscapes. Photographs of Devon serve as
both artistic expressions and documentary records, offering viewers a window into its diverse
environments, vibrant communities, and natural beauty. Whether taken by professional
photographers or enthusiastic amateurs, images of Devon encapsulate its essence and inspire
wanderlust in all who view them.

The Natural Beauty of Devon in Photographs

Coastlines and Beaches

Devon?s coastline stretches over 250 miles, featuring some of the most iconic beaches and rugged
cliffs in the UK. Photographs capturing these coastal scenes evoke a sense of awe and tranquility.
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- Cliffs of Exmouth and Sidmouth: Towering limestone formations that dramatically plunge into
the sea, often photographed during sunrise or sunset to emphasize their grandeur.

- Saunton Sands: Miles of golden beach perfect for capturing expansive seascapes, especially
when tides reveal intricate patterns in the sand.

- Hope Cove and Bigbury-on-Sea: Picturesque villages with sandy coves, often showcasing
boats, rocky outcrops, and calm waters ideal for serene images.

- Jurassic Coast: A UNESCO World Heritage Site featuring striking cliffs, fossils, and geological
formations that tell Earth?s ancient story.

Photographers often focus on the interplay of light and water?capturing reflections, waves crashing
against rocks, or the golden glow of dawn illuminating the cliff faces.

Rural Landscapes and Countryside

Beyond the coast, Devon?s rolling hills and lush valleys provide a rich tapestry for landscape
photography.

- Exmoor National Park: Moors, woodlands, and waterfalls present a moody, atmospheric
setting, especially when fog drifts through the landscape.

- Devon?s Dartmoor: Granite tors and vast open spaces lend themselves to dramatic shots,
particularly during sunrise or sunset.

- Jurassic Coast Countryside: Fields dotted with wildflowers and traditional farmhouses evoke
pastoral charm.

The varied terrain offers opportunities for wide-angle shots, detailed macro photography of flora and
fauna, and capturing the changing seasons.

Historic Towns and Villages in Photographs

Exeter

Exeter, the county?s historic cathedral city, is a treasure trove for photographers.

- Exeter Cathedral: Its stunning medieval architecture, intricate stonework, and stained-glass
windows make for captivating images, especially when lit by natural light or illuminated at night.

- Overlaying medieval walls and Georgian buildings: Provide contrasting textures and styles,
perfect for architectural photography.

- The quayside: A vibrant area with cafes, boats, and reflections in the water, ideal for lively
street photography.
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Barnstaple and North Devon Coast

Barnstaple, an ancient market town, offers a blend of history and vibrant life.

- Historic Pannier Market: A lively, colorful setting capturing local life and craftsmanship.
- River Taw and surrounding bridges: Picturesque scenes, especially with boats and wildlife.

Nearby coastal villages like Clovelly and Lynton also feature in photography collections, showcasing
narrow cobbled streets, quaint cottages, and panoramic views.

South Devon Villages

Picturesque villages with thatched roofs, narrow lanes, and harbors.

- Dartmouth: A historic port with a bustling harbor; ideal for capturing boats, waterfront cafes,
and the maritime atmosphere.

- Salcombe: Known for its sailing culture and scenic views, perfect for coastal and sunset
photography.

Wildlife and Nature in Devon?s Photography

Birdlife and Marine Life

Devon?s diverse habitats support a wide array of wildlife, frequently captured in photographs.

- Birdwatching: Seabirds like gulls, cormorants, and puffins along the coast; woodland birds in
Exmoor and Dartmoor.

- Marine life: Dolphins and seals often appear in photographs taken from coastal vantage points
or boats.

- Fossils and geological formations: Highlighted in macro photography, emphasizing Devon?s
rich geological history.

Flora and Fauna in Rural Landscapes

The countryside blooms with wildflowers, ancient trees, and diverse fauna.

- Wildflower meadows: Vibrant scenes captured during spring and summer?bluebells, poppies,
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and orchids.
- Deer and livestock: Often photographed in peaceful fields or woodland clearings.
- Farming landscapes: Traditional farms, orchards, and vineyards add rustic charm to

photographs.

Events and Cultural Moments in Devon Photography

Festivals and Fairs

Devon?s lively cultural calendar offers colorful opportunities for photography.

- Devon County Show: Showcases agricultural displays, crafts, and entertainment in vibrant,
lively scenes.

- Harbor and maritime festivals: Celebrations like the Dartmouth Royal Regatta feature boats,
fireworks, and crowds?perfect for dynamic action shots.

- Food festivals: Capture the region?s culinary delights, artisan markets, and local produce.

Historical Reenactments and Traditions

Photographs of reenactments, traditional events, and local customs preserve Devon?s cultural
heritage.

- Medieval fairs: Costumed participants, jousts, and festivities in historic settings.
- Folk music and dance: Animate village squares and event spaces with movement and color.

Techniques and Tips for Capturing Devon in Photographs

Timing and Lighting

Great photographs are often about the right timing.

- Golden hour: Early morning or late afternoon light enhances textures and colors.
- Weather conditions: Stormy skies, fog, and clear days each lend a different mood.

Composition and Perspective

Experimenting with angles and framing can elevate images.
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- Leading lines: Use coastlines, roads, or rivers to draw the viewer?s eye.
- Foreground interest: Rocks, flowers, or boats can add depth.

Equipment and Settings

Choosing the right tools enhances results.

- Wide-angle lenses: Capture expansive landscapes and dramatic vistas.
- Tripods: Essential for low-light conditions or long exposures.
- Filters: ND filters for waterfalls or sunrise/sunset shots.

Conclusion: The Enduring Appeal of Devon in Photographs

Photographs of Devon serve as a vivid tribute to its natural splendor, historic charm, and vibrant
communities. They encapsulate the essence of a place where land and sea intertwine, where history
and culture flourish amid stunning scenery. Whether it?s the rugged cliffs of the Jurassic Coast, the
tranquil waters of Salcombe, or the lively scenes at a local festival, images of Devon preserve
moments of beauty and authenticity. For photographers, Devon offers an endless canvas of
inspiration?each photograph a testament to its enduring allure and rich heritage. As viewers, we are
transported to this captivating corner of England, experiencing its magic through the timeless
language of images.
 
Devon in Photographs offers a captivating visual journey through one of England?s most
picturesque and diverse counties. Through stunning imagery, this collection showcases Devon?s
natural beauty, charming towns, historic sites, and vibrant culture. Whether you're a photography
enthusiast, a traveler planning your next trip, or simply someone who appreciates the scenic
splendor of rural and coastal landscapes, this compilation provides a comprehensive visual narrative
that encapsulates the essence of Devon.

Overview of Devon?s Photographic Appeal

Devon is renowned for its breathtaking scenery, from rugged coastlines and sandy beaches to
rolling green countryside and historic landmarks. Photographers and visitors alike are drawn to its
varied landscapes, which change dramatically with the seasons and weather conditions. The
collection of photographs in "Devon in Photographs" captures this diversity, emphasizing the
county?s unique charm and timeless appeal.

Key Features:
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- Extensive coverage of coastal scenes, including cliffs, harbors, and beaches
- Capture of rural landscapes, farms, and rolling hills
- Iconic landmarks such as Dartmoor, Exmoor, and historic towns
- Seasonal variations showcasing Devon?s dynamic environment
- An intimate glimpse into local life and culture through candid shots

Coastal Beauty: Cliffs, Beaches, and Harbors

One of Devon?s most celebrated features is its stunning coastline, stretching over 800 miles. The
photographs beautifully depict the dramatic cliffs of the Jurassic Coast, a UNESCO World Heritage
Site, and the idyllic beaches that attract surfers, families, and nature lovers.

The Jurassic Coast

This UNESCO World Heritage Site is a highlight in Devon?s photographic collection, with images
capturing the striking geology and fossil-rich cliffs. The photographs often focus on the rugged
beauty of spots like Sidmouth, Beer, and Lyme Regis.

Pros:

- Dramatic cliff formations and geological features
- Rich historical and fossil significance
- Vibrant sunset and sunrise shots highlighting the coastline?s majesty

Cons:

- Some areas can be challenging to access for photography due to rugged terrain
- Weather variability can impact lighting and visibility

Beaches and Harbors

From the sandy expanses of Woolacombe and Saunton Sands to the quaint harbors of Dartmouth
and Salcombe, the photographs depict tranquil waters, bustling fishing ports, and lively seaside
towns.

Features:

- Golden sands and turquoise waters
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- Traditional fishing boats and modern yachts
- Coastal wildlife and seabird activity

Photographic Tips:

- Capture early morning or late afternoon light for softer shadows and warmer tones
- Use long exposure techniques to smooth out water surfaces for a dreamy effect

Rural Landscapes and Countryside

Beyond the coast, Devon?s interior offers rolling hills, lush farmland, and ancient woodlands that are
equally photogenic.

Exmoor and Dartmoor National Parks

These expansive moorlands are a photographer?s paradise, with expansive vistas, granite tors, and
an array of wildlife.

Highlights:

- Moody skies and atmospheric lighting
- Unique flora and fauna, including red deer, ponies, and birds
- Textured landscapes with heather and moss-covered stones

Pros:

- Good for panoramic shots
- Opportunities for wildlife photography
- Quiet, less crowded locations

Cons:

- Weather can be unpredictable, affecting visibility
- Difficult terrain for carrying equipment

Farming and Village Life
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Photographs of traditional Devon villages, farmsteads, and country lanes highlight the rural charm of
the county.

Features:

- Thatched cottages and historic pubs
- Farmers working in fields and orchards
- Seasonal activities like harvest and festivals

Photography Tips:

- Capture candid moments of local life
- Use wide-angle lenses to emphasize the quaintness of villages

Historic Sites and Architectural Gems

Devon boasts a rich history, reflected in its castles, abbeys, and ancient ruins. Photographs of these
sites offer a glimpse into the past.

Castles and Abbeys

Images of Powderham Castle, Plympton Castle, and Buckfast Abbey showcase Gothic architecture
and medieval history.

Pros:

- Intricate stonework and historic ambiance
- Great lighting opportunities in different weather conditions

Cons:

- Some sites can be crowded, making candid photography challenging
- Limited access to certain areas

Stately Homes and Museums

Photographs of stately homes like Killerton House and historic museums reveal the grandeur of
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Devon?s aristocratic past.

Features:

- Elegant interiors and gardens
- Seasonal decorations and events

Vibrant Towns and Cultural Scenes

Devon?s towns, from Exeter to Totnes, are full of life and color, providing lively scenes for street
photography and cultural documentation.

Markets and Festivals

Images of farmers? markets, food festivals, and local events capture the community spirit and local
traditions.

Highlights:

- Colorful stalls and produce
- Folk festivals and celebrations

Photography Tips:

- Use fast shutter speeds to freeze motion
- Capture candid interactions among locals

Architectural Details

Photographs focus on historic buildings, narrow streets, and modern architecture blending into
traditional settings.

Features:

- Charm of cobbled streets
- Unique shopfronts and signage
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Seasonal Variations and Photography Tips

Devon?s landscape and scenery change dramatically with the seasons, offering diverse
photographic opportunities.

- Spring: Blooming gardens, lambing scenes, fresh green landscapes
- Summer: Sun-drenched beaches, lively festivals, vibrant flora
- Autumn: Rich foliage, misty mornings, harvest festivals
- Winter: Moody coastlines, frosty mornings, festive decorations

Tips for Capturing Devon in Different Seasons:

- Use filters to enhance colors and contrast
- Experiment with different times of day for varied lighting
- Incorporate foreground elements for depth and perspective

Conclusion: The Timeless Allure of Devon in Photographs

"Devon in Photographs" is more than just a visual collection; it?s a celebration of a region that
embodies natural beauty, historical richness, and vibrant local culture. The photographs serve as
both inspiration and documentation, inviting viewers to explore and appreciate the diverse
landscapes and communities that make Devon so special.

Final Thoughts:

- The collection showcases Devon?s scenic variety, making it a valuable resource for
photographers and travelers alike.

- Its high-quality imagery captures the essence of the county?s changing moods and seasons.
- Whether for planning a visit or simply admiring from afar, this compilation offers a compelling

visual narrative that truly does justice to Devon?s enduring charm.

Pros:

- Extensive coverage of different landscapes and features
- High-quality, evocative imagery
- Useful for planning photography trips or travel itineraries
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Cons:

- Some images may require context for full appreciation
- Weather-dependent scenery might limit certain types of shots

In summary, "Devon in Photographs" beautifully encapsulates the county?s multifaceted character
through compelling imagery. It invites viewers to experience Devon?s breathtaking coastlines,
tranquil countryside, historic landmarks, and lively towns?all through the lens of talented
photographers who have captured its timeless appeal.
 

 QuestionAnswer What are some iconic photographs of Devon that showcase its natural beauty?
Iconic photographs of Devon often feature its stunning coastlines like the Jurassic Coast, Dartmoor's
rugged landscapes, and picturesque villages such as Clovelly and Dartmouth, capturing the region's
diverse scenery. How has photography contributed to promoting tourism in Devon? Photography
has played a key role in showcasing Devon's scenic spots through social media and travel
magazines, inspiring visitors to explore its beaches, national parks, and historic sites, thereby
boosting tourism. Who are some renowned photographers known for capturing Devon's
landscapes? Photographers like David Noton and Charlie Waite have gained recognition for their
stunning landscape images of Devon, highlighting its natural beauty and unique light conditions.
What are the best locations in Devon for outdoor photography? Top locations include Dartmoor
National Park, Exmoor, the Jurassic Coast, and the South Devon coastline, offering diverse
landscapes for outdoor photography enthusiasts. How can I capture the essence of Devon in my
photographs? To capture Devon's essence, focus on its natural scenery, local villages, and coastal
views during different times of day, especially during sunrise and sunset for dramatic lighting. Are
there any photography festivals or events held in Devon? Yes, events like the Devon Photo Festival
and various landscape photography workshops are held throughout the year, providing opportunities
for photographers to showcase their work and learn new techniques. What historical aspects of
Devon are often highlighted in photographs? Photographs often feature historic sites such as
Dartmouth Castle, Exeter Cathedral, and ancient stone circles, emphasizing Devon's rich heritage.
How has smartphone photography influenced images of Devon? Smartphone photography has
made capturing Devon's landscapes more accessible, leading to a surge in user-generated content
and real-time sharing that promotes the region globally. What are some tips for photographing
Devon?s rugged coastlines? Use wide-angle lenses to capture expansive views, shoot during the
golden hour for warm lighting, and include foreground elements like rocks or waves for added depth.
How can I find inspiration for photographing Devon's lesser-known spots? Explore local travel blogs,
join photography groups focused on Devon, and venture beyond popular locations to discover
hidden gems and unique perspectives. 

 
Related keywords: Devon, landscape photography, coastal scenery, countryside, Devon beaches,
Devon villages, nature photography, travel photography, Devon landmarks, scenic views
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Read the full article online: DEVON IN PHOTOGRAPHS
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